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AIMS AND SCOPE 

ACTA ORIENTALIA ACADEMIAE SCIENTIARUM HUNGARICAE is an international journal of oriental Studies. 

It provides an international forum for original papers in the field of Oriental studies, including Turkic, Mongolian, 

Manchu, Chinese, Japanese, Tibetan, Indian, Iranian and Semitic philology, linguistics, literature and history of 

the pre-modern era. The journal’s language is English. 
EDITORIAL BOARD INFORMATION 

ACTA ORIENTALIA was founded in 1950 by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Its publisher is Akadémiai Kiadó, 

Budapest, Hungary. 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

ACTA ORIENTALIA is handled by an independent Editorial Board of autonomous scholars. Free from any external 

influence, they decide about the journal’s policies in general, and – based on the outcome of a peer review – 

about the acceptance of papers in each concrete case.  The names and affiliations of the Editorial Board members 

can be found on the journal’s web page. 

 CONTACT 

In case of any query, please, feel free to contact: kosa.gabor@btk.elte.hu 

ADDRESS OF THE EDITORIAL OFFICE  

Gábor Kósa 

Editor-in-Chief 

Institute of East Asian Studies 

Eötvös Loránd University 

Múzeum krt. 4/F 

H-1088 Budapest, Hungary  

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

One volume of four issues is published in every year.  

DIGITAL ARCHIVE 

The entire journal content is archived in the Portico preservation archive. 

SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

Submission of a paper to the ACTA ORIENTALIA will be taken to imply that it represents original work not 

previously published, that it is not being considered elsewhere for publication, and that if accepted for 

https://akjournals.com/view/journals/062/062-overview.xml?rskey=wC4vsK&result=19
mailto:kosa.gabor@btk.elte.hu
https://www.btk.elte.hu/munkatarsak/kosa-gabor-dr
https://www.portico.org/
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publication it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in any language, without the consent of editor 

and publisher.  

SUBMISSION 

Authors should submit their manuscripts using the online manuscript submission and peer review Open Journal 

System. Details are available online at https://submit.akademiai.com/aorient/index.php/aorient. 

PEER REVIEW CHARGE 

No peer review charge applies. 

REVIEW PROCESS 

PREFERRED CONDITIONS OF MANUSCRIPTS  

The ACTA ORIENTALIA strives to publish high quality papers. To ensure this goal, we apply some basic principles 

when reviewing a manuscript. Not fulfilling these principles may lead to desk rejection of a submitted manuscript.  

REVIEW OF THE MANUSCRIPTS  

As a routine, each paper will be read by at least two unbiased peer reviewers, chosen avoiding any conflict of 

interest. ACTA ORIENTALIA applies a double-blind review process, in which neither the authors’ nor the 

reviewers’ identities are revealed.  

Unpublished results are treated strictly confidentially.  

COPYRIGHT AND LICENCE POLICY 

OPEN ACCESS 

Authors of ACTA ORIENTALIA can optionally choose Open Access appearance. With this choice, readers can 

read, download, copy, distribute, print, search or link to the full texts of articles, or use them for any other non-

commercial lawful purpose. Such articles are distributed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 

4.0 International Licenses.  

The Open Access Licence Agreement form can be downloaded from here (and a slightly modified variant here; 

for those authors who are eligible for Open Access publication through the EISZ consortial agreement, see 

below). 

Authors not choosing Open Access publication are expected to sign the Copyright Transfer Form available here. 

SELF-ARCHIVING 

The Author is entitled to self-archive the preprint version of his/her manuscript. The preprint version is the 

Author’s manuscript or the galley proof or the Author’s manuscript along with the corrections made in the course 

of the peer review process. The Author’s right to self-archive is irrespective of the format of the preprint (.doc, 

https://submit.akademiai.com/aorient/index.php/aorient
https://akjournals.com/fileasset/kiado/OA/license_agreements/OA_License%20Agreement.pdf
https://akjournals.com/fileasset/kiado/OA/eisz/OA_License_Agreement_EISZ_EN.pdf
https://akjournals.com/fileasset/kiado/OA/OA_License_Agreement_Green.pdf
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.txt, .pdf) version and self-archiving includes the free circulation of this file via email or publication of this preprint 

on the Author’s webpage or on the Author’s institutional repository with open or restricted access. When self-

archiving a paper, the Author should clearly declare that the archived file is not the final published version of the 

paper, he/she should quote the correct citation and enclose a link to the published paper (http://dx.doi.org/[DOI 

of the Article without brackets]). 

AUTHOR CHARGES 

If choosing the optional Open Access appearance, corresponding author of every manuscript submitted after Feb 

1, 2020 is requested to pay the Article Processing Charge (APC) of 900 EUR (including VAT) to cover the publishing 

costs of the paper.  

In accordance with the agreement between the Electronic Information Service National Programme (EISZ) and 

Akadémiai Kiadó, papers with a corresponding author affiliated to a member institution subscribing to the journal 

package of Akadémiai Kiadó, can be published with no fee.  

Akadémiai Kiadó offers 50% discount for Editorial Board members, and institutions of low- and middle-income 

countries. Discounts may not be combined. A limited number of waivers is available. 

Manuscripts with outstanding payment will not be published until the balance is cleared. Once your paper is 

accepted for publication in ACTA ORIENTALIA, and the authors made the Open Access choice, you will be 

requested to enter our online payment platform (http://apc.akademiai.hu), where after registration You can 

upload license agreement and transfer the fee. Article processing will commence after the amount due has been 

remitted to our account. (Please note that there is no peer review charge, the only applicable fee is the article 

processing charge for authors of accepted papers who made the OA choice.)  

For more information on Akadémiai Kiadó’s Open Access policy visit our website. 

ETHICAL STATEMENT 

The ACTA ORIENTALIA and Akadémiai Kiadó are committed to the ethical practices in science publishing and 

therefore follow the COPE Code of Conduct for Journal Editors as well as the Code of Conduct for Journal 

Publishers. All authors are expected to be aware and follow the Ethical Guide of Akadémiai Kiadó, conform to 

the highest standards of ethical conduct in the submission of accurate data, acknowledging the work of others, 

and divulging potential conflicts of interests. 

PREPARATION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS  

MANUSCRIPTS 

Papers should explore a narrow topic in philology, linguistics, literature or history of pre-modern Asia. They must 

be based on primary sources written in one or several Oriental languages and offer a new and relevant 

contribution to the respective field. 

http://www.eisz.mtak.hu/index.php/en
http://apc.akademiai.hu/
https://akjournals.com/page/OpenAccessModels/open-access-models
https://publicationethics.org/files/Code_of_conduct_for_journal_editors_Mar11.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/Code%20of%20conduct%20for%20publishers%20FINAL_1_0.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/Code%20of%20conduct%20for%20publishers%20FINAL_1_0.pdf
https://akjournals.com/page/EthicalGuide/ethical-guide-for-contributors-of-journals-published-by-akadmiai-kiad
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The text preferably adheres to the stylistic and bibliographic requirements outlined below. However, it is also 
possible to submit a paper without meeting these requirements, and implement these changes after the paper 
is accepted. 

The file should be submitted in electronic form only, in both .doc(x) and .pdf formats.  

AUTHOR INFORMATION 

The paper itself must not contain the name of the author as author, and the author's name is also removed from 

the properties of the doc and pdf versions. The submitted paper is accompanied by a separate document (so-

called Cover letter), which contains the author's name, affiliation, as well as email and postal addresses. 

TEXT 

The total length of the text (including illustrations, tables, etc.), unless agreed otherwise, should not exceed 35 

typewritten pages. The first page should contain the title of the paper, the author’s names and affiliations (full 

postal and e-mail address), an abstract, and keywords.  

LANGUAGE  

All papers submitted should be written in idiomatic academic English. If the author is not a native speaker, it is 

their responsibility to have the accepted paper checked by a native speaker (preferably prior to submission). 

Papers should follow British spelling and punctuation throughout.  

ORIGINALITY AND EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP  

Like all scholarly journals, ACTA ORIENTALIA accepts only papers that offer a new and relevant contribution to 

the respective field, and, more specifically, to the particular academic niche. This originality should be made clear 

and emphasised both in the abstract and in the paper itself. Authors should aim to make their argument in as 

clear and professional a fashion as possible; they should also find meaningful ways to engage with existing 

scholarship. An overview of former research and the main innovation proposed by the author should both be 

clearly stated in the first part of the paper, if possible, with new results to be found more extensively in the 

concluding part.  

PHILOLOGY AND PRIMARY SOURCES  

The primary focus of ACTA ORIENTALIA is on topics relating to the philology of pre-modern Asia (from the Near 

East to Japan), with a particular focus on Central Asia. Papers on modern, non-Asian or non-philological questions 

may be returned without further explanation. All submitted papers should be based on primary sources written 

in at least one Oriental language. The introduction of new textual sources and/or the English translation of 

previously untranslated Oriental texts are highly welcome; however, the translation should always be 

accompanied by a thorough analysis and contextualisation of the Oriental source in question. In exceptional 

cases (e.g. the introduction of new archaeological or visual sources, or highly innovative approaches), other 

topics may also be considered.  
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ABSTRACT 

The submitted manuscripts should contain an abstract of max. 100 words, summarising the conceptual content 

and the new results of the paper.  

KEYWORDS  

The authors are kindly asked to add 6 to 8 keywords to their papers.  

FIGURES AND TABLES 

Graphs, line drawings, photographs and tables should be numbered in sequence using Arabic numerals, and their 

precise location should be identified in the text with a reference in brackets: e.g. “… as one can see on Guo Xi’s 

painting (Fig. 7)” or “... (see Table 3)”. Please send only high-quality photos and graphs, attaching these files 

separately. In the case of the online document, the number of colour images is not limited; however, authors are 

required to pay an addition subvention to have colour images published in the printed version.  

FOOTNOTES 

All footnotes must be placed on the same page as the text and numbered consecutively.  

REFERENCES WITHIN THE PAPER  

Within the text, works cited should be listed by author’s name and year of publication, e.g. ʻDoerfer and Tezcan 

(1980) claim that …’, or ʻ… has already been demonstrated (Doerfer and Tezcan 1980)’, or, if page numbers are 

cited, then: ʻAccording to Doerfer and Tezcan (1980: 21–22)…’. In the case of publications from the same year, 

use letters to distinguish them: Doerfer and Tezcan (1980a, 1980b). If bibliographical items are referred to 

without any commentary or explanation, they must be placed in brackets in the main text; if the reference is 

complemented by additional information, it should be placed in the footnote. Between page numbers, always 

use an ‘en dash’ – (NOT the shorter hyphen - or the longer ‘em dash’ —), e.g.: Crowe 1998: 54–57. The same rule 

applies to dates, e.g. Ferdowsi (c. 940–1020).  

REFERENCES AT THE END OF THE PAPER  

Full citation of literature referred to should be given in an alphabetically arranged list at the end of the paper 

under the heading: References, further subdivided into ‘Primary sources’ and ‘Secondary sources’, if necessary. 

Please use the same character size and line spacing for references as for the text, and use small capitals (small 

caps) for the surname of the authors. In the references, please use full names of journals and series if they are 

not to be found in the list of abbreviations on the last pages of ACTA ORIENTALIA.  

REFERENCE TO BOOKS:  

KASTRITSIS, Dimitris 2007. The Sons of Bayezid. Empire Building and Representation in the Ottoman Civil War of 

1402-13. [The Ottoman Empire and Its Heritage 38.] Leiden: Brill.  

REFERENCE TO PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BOOKS :  
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SIMS-WILLIAMS, Nicholas 2010. ‘Two late Bactrian documents.’ In: Michael ALARM, Deborah KLIMBURG-SALTER and 

Shōshin KUWAYAMA (eds.) Coins, Art and Chronology. Vol II. Vienna: Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der 

Wissenschaften, 203–212.  

MORGAN, David 2005. ‘“The Great Yasa of Chinggis Khan” Revisited.’ In: Reuven AMITAI and Michal BIRAN (eds.) 

Mongols, Turks, and Others. Eurasian Nomads and the Sedentary World. Leiden–Boston: Brill, 291–308.  

REFERENCE TO PAPERS IN JOURNALS:  

CRIBB, Joe 1990. ‘Numismatic Evidence for Kushano-Sasanian Chronology.’ Studia Iranica 19/2: 151–193, Plates 

I–VIII.  

Please write out the author’s name (both surname and given name), and do not use dashes for further 

occurrences. In the case of three authors or editors, place an ‘and’ only before the last name; in the case of four 

or more authors or editors, use ‘et al.’ after the first name. Co-authored items come after single-authored ones, 

even if their publication date is earlier. All titles that are not in English, German, French, Italian or Russian should 

also appear in English and in square brackets after the original title, as in the following example:  

SUN Weijie 孙伟杰 and GAI Jianmin 盖建民 2015. ‘Huangdao shi’er gong yu daojiao guanxi kaolun 黄道十二宫与

道教关系考论 [The relationship between the twelve signs of the Zodiac and Daoism].’ Zhongguo Zhexue shi 

中国哲学史 2015/3: 74–82.  

Place Russian titles in normal alphabetical order, first providing a transcription of the name and the original 

(Cyrillic) name in square brackets, then giving the date and all other information in Cyrillic, as in the following 

example:  

BASILOV, V. N. [БАСИЛОВ, В. Н.] 1986. ‘Пережитки шаманства у туркмен гёкленов.’ In: Владимир N. БАСИЛОВ 

(ред.) Древние обряды верования и культы народов Средней Азии. Москва: Наука, 94–109.  

TRANSCRIPTION 

The authors should use the transcription internationally accepted in their respective field of studies. Please try 

to avoid the use of special characters not found in TrueType fonts. Use Pinyin transcription in the case of Chinese 

unless you want to explain a linguistic reconstruction. If you have to use other special symbols, please attach a 

file containing the fonts (in the case of Chinese and Japanese, use MingLiu font). 

PROOFS  

The author will receive the first proof in a .pdf file. Please read and correct it carefully and return it promptly 

(within one week at the latest) to the copy editor. The corrections should be sent in a separate list with reference 

to the respective pages and lines. 

ACCESS 

Corresponding authors will gain free access to the electronic version of their paper after registration on the 

publisher’s site akjournals.com. 
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