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INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS 
 

Acta Orientalia Hung. is a double-blind peer-reviewed journal that provides an international 
forum for original papers in the field of Oriental studies, including Turkic, Mongolian, Chinese, 
Japanese, Tibetan, Manchu, Indian, Iranian and Semitic philology, literature, and history. A copy of 
the Copyright Transfer Statement will be sent to the authors of papers accepted by two reviewers 
and the board of editors for publication. Manuscripts will be printed only after receiving a signed 
copy of the statement. Manuscripts should be submitted via the following website:  

https://submit.akademiai.com/aorient 
 
 Manuscript form. Manuscripts should be submitted in electronic form only, in both .doc(x) 
and .pdf formats. Manuscripts should be written in Times New Roman (12 point), preferably in 
Word for Windows.  
 Text. The total length of the text (including illustrations, tables, etc.), unless agreed otherwise, 
should not exceed 35 typewritten pages. The first page should contain the title of the paper, the 
author’s names and affiliations (full postal and e-mail address), an abstract, and keywords. 
 Language. All papers submitted should be written in idiomatic academic English. If the author 
is not a native speaker, it is their responsibility to have the accepted paper checked by a native 
speaker (preferably prior to submission). Papers should follow British spelling and punctuation 
throughout. In special cases, the journal accepts papers written in German or French, though this 
should be agreed in advance. 
 Originality and existing scholarship. Like all scholarly journals, Acta Orientalia Hung. 
accepts only papers that offer a new and relevant contribution to the respective field, and, more 
specifically, to the particular academic niche. This originality should be made clear and 
emphasised both in the abstract and in the paper itself. Authors should aim to make their argument 
in as clear and professional a fashion as possible; they should also find meaningful ways to 
engage with existing scholarship. An overview of former research and the main innovation 
proposed by the author should both be clearly stated in the first part of the paper, if possible, with 
new results to be found more extensively in the concluding part. 
 Philology and primary sources. The primary focus of Acta Orientalia Hung. is on topics 
relating to the philology of pre-modern Asia (from the Near East to Japan), with a particular focus 
on Central Asia. Papers on modern, non-Asian or non-philological questions may be returned 
without further explanation. All submitted papers should be based on primary sources written in at 
least one Oriental language. The introduction of new textual sources and/or the English translation 
of previously untranslated Oriental texts are highly welcome; however, the translation should 
always be accompanied by a thorough analysis and contextualisation of the Oriental source in 
question. In exceptional cases (e.g. the introduction of new archaeological or visual sources, or 
highly innovative approaches), other topics may also be considered. 
  Abstract. The submitted manuscripts should contain an abstract of max. 100 words, 
summarising the conceptual content and the new results of the paper. 
 Keywords. The authors are kindly asked to add 6 to 8 keywords to their papers. 
 Figures and tables. Graphs, line drawings, photographs and tables should be numbered in 
sequence using Arabic numerals, and their precise location should be identified in the text with a 
reference in brackets: e.g. “… as one can see on Guo Xi’s painting (Fig. 7)” or “... (see Table 3)”. 
Please send only high-quality photos and graphs, attaching these files separately. In the case of the 
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online document, the number of colour images is not limited; however, authors are required to pay 
an addition subvention to have colour images published in the printed version. 
 Footnotes. All footnotes must be placed on the same page as the text and numbered 
consecutively.  
 References within the paper. Within the text, works cited should be listed by author’s name 
and year of publication, e.g. Doerfer  and Tezcan (1980), or (Doerfer  and Tezcan 1980), or, if page 
numbers are cited, then: Doerfer and Tezcan (1980: 21–22). In the case of publications from the 
same year, use letters to distinguish them: Doerfer and Tezcan (1980a, 1980b). If bibliographical 
items are referred to without any commentary or explanation, they must be placed in brackets in 
the main text; if the reference is complemented by additional information, it should be placed in 
the footnote. Between page numbers, always use an ‘en dash’ – (NOT the shorter hyphen - or the 
longer ‘em dash’ —), e.g.: Crowe 1998: 54–57. The same rule applies to dates, e.g. Ferdowsi (c. 
940–1020). 
 References at the end of the paper. Full citation of literature referred to should be given in an 
alphabetically arranged list at the end of the paper under the heading: References, further 
subdivided into ‘Primary sources’ and ‘Secondary sources’, if necessary. Please use the same 
character size and line spacing for references as for the text, and use small capitals (small caps) 
for the surname of the authors. In the references, please use full names of journals and series if 
they are not to be found in the list of abbreviations on the last pages of Acta Orientalia Hung.  
 
Reference to books:  

KASTRITSIS, Dimitris 2007. The Sons of Bayezid. Empire Building and Representation in the 

Ottoman Civil War of 1402-13. [The Ottoman Empire and Its Heritage 38.] Leiden: Brill.  
 
Reference to papers published in books: 
SIMS-WILLIAMS, Nicholas 2010. ‘Two late Bactrian documents.’ In: Michael ALRAM, Deborah 

KLIMBURG-SALTER and Shōshin KUWAYAMA (eds.) Coins, Art and Chronology. Vol II. Vienna: 
Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 203–212. 

MORGAN, David 2005. ‘“The Great Yasa of Chinggis Khan” Revisited.’ In: Reuven  AMITAI and 
Michal BIRAN (eds.) Mongols, Turks, and Others. Eurasian Nomads and the Sedentary World. 
Leiden–Boston: Brill, 291–308. 

 
Reference to papers in journals: 
CRIBB, Joe 1990. ‘Numismatic Evidence for Kushano-Sasanian Chronology.’ Studia Iranica 19/2: 

151–193, Plates I–VIII. 
 
 Please write out the author’s name (both surname and given name), and do not use dashes for 
further occurrences. In the case of three authors or editors, place an ‘and’ only before the last 
name; in the case of four or more authors or editors, use ‘et al.’ after the first name. Co-authored 
items come after single-authored ones, even if their publication date is earlier. All titles that are 
not in English, German, French or Russian should also appear after the original title, in English 
and in square brackets, as in the following example: 
 
SUN Weijie 孙伟杰 and GAI Jianmin 盖建民 2015. ‘Huangdao shi’er gong yu daojiao guanxi 

kaolun 黄道十二宫与道教关系考论 [The relationship between the twelve signs of the Zodiac 
and Daoism].’ Zhongguo Zhexue shi 中国哲学史 2015/3: 74–82. 
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Place Russian titles in normal alphabetical order, first providing a transcription of the name and 
the original (Cyrillic) name in square brackets, then giving the date and all other information in 
Cyrillic, as in the following example: 

 
BASILOV, V. N. [БАСИЛОВ, В. Н.] 1986. ‘Пережитки шаманства у туркмен гёкленов.’ In: 
Владимир N. БАСИЛОВ (ред.) Древние обряды верования и культы народов Средней Азии. 
Москва: Наука, 94–109. 

 
 Transcription. The authors should use the transcription internationally accepted in their 
respective field of studies. Please try to avoid the use of special characters not found in TrueType 
fonts. Try to avoid or at least reduce the use of non-Latin (Chinese, Arabic, etc.) characters. Use 
Pinyin transcription in the case of Chinese unless you want to explain a linguistic reconstruction. 
If you have to use other special symbols, please attach a file containing the fonts (in the case of 
Chinese, use Unicode, MingLiu). 
 Proofs. The author will receive the first proof in a .pdf file. Please read and correct it carefully 
and return it promptly (within one week at the latest) to the copy editor. The corrections should be 
sent in a separate list with reference to the respective pages and lines. 
 Access. Authors will gain free access to the electronic version of their paper as well as that of 
the fascicle of Acta Orientalia Hung. in which it was published. 
 Reviews. General rules of scholarly publication (see above) should be followed. 
 Addresses of authors. We publish the mailing addresses of the authors as they are given in the 
Copyright Transfer Statement. Please provide your e-mail address as well. 
 Open Access. Authors can use the Optional Open Access publication model for a specific 
publishing fee. One option is for the author to pay the Article Processing Charge (APC) and have 
the final full text version of their article published as an Open Access paper. The full text of an 
Open Access paper is freely accessible through the official website of the journal. These papers 
are also published in the printed journal. The peer review process and quality requirements are the 
same for both traditional and Open Access manuscripts. Both newly-accepted manuscripts and 
previously published papers can be Open Access. The APC of an Open Access article is 495 EUR 
(including VAT), but can be less. Akadémiai Kiadó offers discounts for Hungarian authors, for 
institutions of low- and middle-income countries, and for Editorial Board members. Discounts 
may not be combined. The above fee does not include any normal (excess) page fees and colour 
charges. By signing the Open Access License Agreement and paying the APC, the author retains 
ownership and further rights related to the article while ensuring the wide accessibility of the 
article in the written and electronic media controlled by Akadémiai Kiadó. See 
https://akademiai.hu/196/journals/for_authors/optional_open_access/ for details.  
Should you have any questions, please contact the editors of the journal. 


