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Sports betting has never been so readily available and so easy to conduct. Indeed, with easy access from 
a computer, tablet or phone, it is now possible to gamble on any sporting event (including traditional 
sports, fantasy sports or esport events), at any moment, including before or during a game in play, and 
while simultaneously using different platforms. This increase in availability has been met with a 
corresponding increase in advertising in newspapers, TV, radio, at live events, and across the Internet, 
resulting in almost unavoidable exposure to cues encouraging sports betting, including inducements to 
bet. With this around-the-clock availability and persistent cues, there is a growing concern that the 
association between gambling and sport watching could have a significant public health impact. This 
rapid proliferation of sports betting opportunities calls for new lines of research and interdisciplinary 
contributions to extend our understanding of harmonious and harmful involvements in sports betting. 
Ultimately, this scientific work should result in the implementation of efficient public health prevention 
and treatment programs on the new forms of gambling disorder.  
 
We are interested in both empirical and theoretical contributions related to: 
 

1. The assessment of sports betting involvement in clinical, sub-clinical and general populations and 
across different age groups (e.g., conceptual models, test and scale validation, phenomenology, 
epidemiology, diagnostic, cross-cultural studies). 

2. The etiology of problems related to sports betting (e.g., conceptual models, socioeconomic, 
psychological, neurobiological, and psychophysiological factors that could lead to decreased self-
control or impaired decision-making in sports bettors, ranging from non-problem to high-problem 
sports betting).  

3. The consequences of maladaptive sports betting behavior (e.g., conceptual models, examination of 
psychological, neurobiological, and psychophysiological deficits, and their relationship with 
clinical outcomes). 

4. Impact of prevention/regulation/harm reduction strategies and interventions on maladaptive sports 
betting habits (e.g., ambulatory and non-ambulatory interventions; with a special focus on new 
technologies, such as online and phone app interventions). 

 
Articles outside of this scope will also be considered provided they relate to sports betting. 
 
Article types: Full-length original papers, Brief reports, Review articles  
 
Submission: Manuscripts must be submitted via the Editorial Manager system of the JBA 
(https://www.editorialmanager.com/jbadd) in accordance with the journal’s guidance for authors 
(https://akademiai.com/pb-assets/kiado/jba/JBA_GuidelinesforAuthors_2018_September.pdf). Authors 
are requested to clarify in the Cover letter that they intend to contribute to this special issue.  
 
Intention to submit (optional): Authors are encouraged to contact the guest editors in advance to 
announce their manuscript submission. Specifically, authors should submit an abstract/outline of their 
future paper along with an anticipated date of submission and representative references related to the 
current paper. The outline will then be reviewed and accepted or rejected. Acceptance of the manuscript 
outline would not guarantee final acceptance of the full manuscript.  


