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13TH INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM
ON VULGAR AND LATE LATIN
LATIN VULGAIRE – LATIN TARDIF XIII
(LVLT13)
SEPTEMBER 3–7, 2018, FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
OF THE EÖTVÖS LORÁND UNIVERSITY, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

Present volume of Acta Antiqua Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae publishes a selection of papers presented at the 13th International Colloquium on Vulgar and Late
Latin – Latin vulgaire – latin tardif XIII (September 3–7, 2018, Faculty of Humanities of the Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary, cf. http://lvlt13.elte.hu/)
organized by the Latin Department of the Institute of Ancient and Classical Studies
of the Eötvös Loránd University in collaboration with the ‘Momentum’ Research
Group for Computational Latin Dialectology at the Research Institute for Linguistics
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.1
This Colloquium was realized as the thirteenth one in a series of Colloquia devoted to all linguistic aspects of Late and Vulgar Latin (including the transition from
Latin to Romance), and it was dedicated to the memory of József Herman, who
organized the first Colloque international sur le Latin Vulgaire et Latin Tardif (Latin
vulgaire – latin tardif I) in Pécs, Hungary, 1985. Since then the colloquia have been
held regularly for more than three decades. After Pécs (1985), Bologna (1988), Innsbruck (1991), Caen (1994), Heidelberg (1997), Helsinki (2000), Sevilla (2003), Oxford (2006), Lyon (2009), Bergamo (2012), Oviedo (2014) and Uppsala (2016), the
Colloquium returned to Hungary, Budapest in 2018.
Accordingly, on the five days (Monday through Friday) of the 2018 Colloquium in Budapest, 83 papers were presented by 87 speakers from 20 countries within
and outside Europe.2 Beside the linguistic papers, there was a presentation on the
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Cf. http://www.nytud.hu/depts/fu/indexlendulet.html; and in the framework of the project NKFIH
(National Research, Development and Innovation Office) No. K 124170 “Computerized Historical Linguistic Database of Latin Inscriptions of the Imperial Age” (cf. http://lldb.elte.hu/).
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Austria 1, Belgium 6, Czech Republic 3, Finland 2, France 10, Germany 7, Hungary 11, Iceland 1,
Italy 20, Norway 1, Poland 3, Portugal 1, Romania 4, Russian Federation 1, Slovakia 1, Spain 8, Sweden 1,
Switzerland 1, United Kingdom 4, United States 1.
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Lapidarium of the Hungarian National Museum during the opening session on Monday, delivered by Ádám Szabó, director of the Lapidarium itself. Out of the 83 linguistic papers, this volume publishes 54 revised and peer-reviewed studies that cover
practically all possible research areas of Vulgar and Late Latin linguistics. To verify
that, just take a look at the thematic index of this volume.
The Colloquium was dedicated to the memory of József Herman. Accordingly,
after this foreword you can find the speech of Gualtiero Calboli, Honorary President
of the Comité international pour l’étude du latin vulgaire et tardif, which he delivered at the memorial reception. What is more, in memory of József Herman (1924–
2005), his widow, Marianne Bakró-Nagy and the Comité international pour l’étude
du latin vulgaire et tardif established a prize for the best contribution by a young
researcher at the biennial International Colloquium on Late and Vulgar Latin – Latin
vulgaire – latin tardif (for the criteria of receiving the prize, see http://lvlt13.elte.hu/
index.php/herman-award/). There were eleven candidates, and the first ever winner
was Simon Aerts from Ghent University with his paper “Latin tense and aspect in the
writings of Gregory of Tours: a Systemic Functional analysis of tense usage in the
Historia Francorum”. The next prize will be awarded at the 14th International Colloquium on Late and Vulgar Latin (Latin vulgaire – latin tardif XIV) that will be held
at the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy of Ghent University (Belgium) from 31 August
to 4 September (Monday through Friday), 2020, organized by Prof. Giovanbattista
Galdi and his team (cf. https://www.lvlt14.ugent.be/).
My only remaining task is to give acknowledgement as due. I wish to express
my gratitude first of all to everyone who presented their papers at the colloquium.
I would also like to thank the colleagues who chaired the sessions. I am also indebted
to the members of the Comité international pour l’étude du latin vulgaire et tardif
(cf. www.unibg.it/lvlt) for contributing to the realization of this Colloquium in multiple ways, inter alia by evaluating the papers of the applicants for the József Herman
Award.
I wish to express my gratitude to professor László Borhy, rector of the Eötvös
Loránd University, to professor Gábor Sonkoly, dean of the Faculty of Humanities,
to professor Gualtiero Calboli, Honorary President of the Comité international pour
l’étude du latin vulgaire et tardif for opening the Colloquium, to professor Zsigmond
Ritoók (ordinary member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences) for contributing to
the organisation of the reception offered by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and
to professor Marianne Bakró-Nagy for sponsoring the József Herman Award.
I am immensely grateful to Benedek Varga, director general of the Hungarian
National Museum and Ádám Szabó, director of the Lapidarium for supporting the
Colloquium by letting us have the opening session and the welcome reception in the
unique atmosphere of the beautiful Roman Lapidarium, where even a concert was
staged by the István Wéber Female Choir; we are much obliged to all its members
and their leader Katalin Kismartony for the unforgettable experience.
I wish to express my gratitude to András Kertész, President of the I. Section of
Linguistics and Literary Scholarship of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences for providing a reception in memory of József Herman at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
where speeches commemorating József Herman were held by Gualtiero Calboli,
Acta Ant. Hung. 59, 2019

